
 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

OCTOBER 7, 2019  

General Information  

Today was the 43rd day of the 2019-2020 school year, and the end of the first nine weeks of 

school will take place this week.  Our current enrollment by school:   

 Blackwell Learning Center – 173 

 ECPS – 482 

 ECES – 647    

 ECMS – 963 

 ECCHS - 809   Total Students – 3074 (-11) 

Fall Break – Monday, October 14 and Tuesday, October 15---All schools will be closed, but 

the Board of Education Office will be open.  Students and staff return on Wednesday, 

October 16.  Please note that due to the Fall Break, this month’s regular meeting of the 

Board of Education will take place on Monday, October 21. 

District Achievements  

Congratulations to the students and staff of Elbert County Comprehensive High School 

(ECCHS) for achieving a 4-Year Graduation Rate of 90.5 percent during the 2018-2019 

school year, its highest ever.  The 90.5 percent rate marked an increase of 8.64 percent 

over the 2017-2018 school year.  As we know, one of the key goal areas in our five-year 

strategic plan (Framework for Success—2016-2021) has been to improve our graduation 

rate.  Achieving a 4-year graduation rate exceeding 90 percent is a milestone achievement, 

and is testament to the quality work taking place at ECCHS and all Elbert County schools. 

Congratulations to School Nutrition Director Bridgette Matthews, School Nutrition 

Coordinator Tina Hudson, and all cafeteria managers and staff on receiving the Outstanding 

School District Award at the 2019 Golden Radish Awards Ceremony on September 17 at 

Mercedes Benz Stadium in Atlanta.   

This year, 90 school districts were recognized for their farm to school efforts by receiving 

awards at the Honorary, Bronze, Silver, Gold, and Platinum levels.  Elbert County received a 

Platinum Award for the third consecutive year.  The awards presentation culminated with 

recognition of the Outstanding School District Award winner—Elbert County Schools.  School 
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Nutrition Director Bridgette Matthews received the award and shared comments with the 

large crowd representing districts from across the state.   

To be recognized as the most outstanding farm to school program is a huge achievement for 

our school district and a testament to the commitment to excellence in our district’s School 

Nutrition Department.   

Discovery Education – STEM Academy   

Our school district will be hosting a regional STEM Academy put on by Discovery Education 

on Thursday, October 31 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the ECMS Auditorium.  The STEM 

Academy focus will be on “Connecting the Dots,” helping participants understand that STEM 

is not about just teaching about Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. It is a 

culture that needs to be cultivated to help create a problem solving, creative, critical thinking 

workforce for tomorrow. During the Academy, Discovery Education will work to expand our 

thinking to embrace STEM beyond those subjects, and beyond our classrooms walls.   

ECCHS College Fair   

Sending out a big thank you to Guidance Counselor Stacey Almond and others at ECCHS for 

hosting a very successful College Fair on Friday, October 4.  Held in the ECCHS Multi-

Purpose Room, 19 colleges and universities, two technical schools, including Athens 

Technical College, and 3 branches of the military were on hand to meet with students.  

Additionally, there was a representative from the Georgia Student Finance Commission with 

information on Georgia's HOPE and Zell Miller scholarships.  Recruiters shared very positive 

feedback on the event and a very positive impression of our student body.  It was a job well 

done by all. 

GSBA Policy Manual Revision 

The GSBA Policy Manual Revision process is fully underway and will ensure our school 

district’s policy manual is in full compliance with current laws and regulations. You will find 

that the review also includes some recommendations for the adoption of a handful of new 

policies for effective governance.  The adoption of new and revised policies, as well as 

recension of outdated or policies deemed unnecessary will be presented to the Board in 

batches.  The planned adoption schedule is: 

 
a. Batch 1: Sections B-F; on table Oct. 21st, adopt Nov 18th 

b. Batch 2: Section G; on table Nov. 18; adopt Dec. 16th   

c. Batch 3: Section I; on table Dec. 16th; ; adopt Jan. 2020 

d. Batch 4: Section J; on table Jan.; adopt Feb.  2020 

e. Batch 5: Section K& L; on table Feb. adopt March 2020.  

 


